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2012 Election Reshaped 2013 Legislature 

     On Monday, July 8, the 2013 Oregon Legislature adjourned. 

The fall 2012 election changed the face of the Oregon legisla-

ture in two significant ways. The Democrats regained control of 

the House, but fell short of winning a super majority capable of 

unilaterally imposing new taxes. This new Democratic House 

majority also included a huge freshman class of a dozen brand 

new legislators. The Oregon Senate remained closely balanced 

with sixteen Democrats and fourteen Republicans.  

     The 2013 session was a landmark session for Oregon’s con-

struction industry. This session featured every significant issue 

that has been debated since the beginning of the 2008 economic 

downturn.     

AGC shapes and unites industry: 

A Message from President Tom Gerding  

     From our industry’s perspective, the 2011 and 2013 legisla-

tive sessions could not have been more different. In the 2011 

session, industry conditions led to a divided industry debating 

core issues like retainage in the capitol. In the session that just 

ended, AGC led the industry in addressing key issues that have 

been the source of considerable industry disagreement, such as 

retainage and construction manager/general contractor (CMGC) 

bidding processes. I hope we have demonstrated the value of 

what the industry can achieve when we speak with one voice 

and focus on solutions that benefit all parts of our industry and 

membership.   

     We owe a special thanks to our Legislative Committee 

Chair Dee Burch and our Executive Committee for providing 

the leadership and direction that fueled our success in Salem 

during this session. In addition, many key individuals in our 

association and industry stepped forward when needed. A spe-

cial thanks to: Jeremy Vermilyea, Ron Bennett, Brian Gray, 

Dee Burch, and Andrew Beyer, all of whom provided testimo-

ny and an industry perspective to make 2013 a legislative ses-

sion AGC can be proud of.  

     AGC played a critical role in securing public infrastructure 

and vocational education investments. We also defeated a wide 

range of bills that had the potential to dramatically impact our 

industry in ways that 

would not serve our 

long term interests. 

AGC also played a 

pivotal role in suc-

cessfully advancing 

solutions on the is-

sues of retainage, 

CMGC, apprentice-

ship, and restoring for 

all corporations the 

exclusive remedy 

protections underly-

ing Oregon’s bal-

anced workers’ comp 

system.  

AGC President Tom Gerding at the state capitol. 
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     Proposed changes to Oregon laws defeated by AGC’s team 

ranged from multiple local preference bills similar to “Buy 

America” that would have allowed increased costs up to 25% 

on every single manufactured good used in the state on projects 

above $50,000, to multiple bills attempting to expand prevail-

ing wage requirements to private works, to bills relating to ad-

ditional responsible bidder requirements such as requiring the 

documentation of health insurance coverage for employees for 

the past two years. Working with coalitions and other industry 

associations, AGC successfully defeated these bills and pro-

tected the industry from the drastic changes that would have 

become Oregon law. 

     AGC’s Government Affairs team worked on and tracked 

hundreds of proposed new laws that had the potential to im-

pact both the future of the industry and, in some cases, the 

larger business environment. The bills called out in this report 

represent only the bills that demanded the most focus, atten-

tion, or had the largest potential impact.  

Ensuring a level playing field: 
Retainage, CMGC, and Apprenticeship 

Retainage: Overwhelmingly 

supported in both the House and 

Senate, Senate Bill 405 limits 

the amount of retainage to no 

more than 5% of the contract 

price for work completed for 

every party in the chain of com-

merce. As of January 1, 2014, 

this cap will apply to owners 

and general and specialty con-

tractors as well as suppliers for 

public and private construction 

projects. Limiting the 

amount of retainage means 

more cash flow and faster 

revenue for all contractors. 

AGC Legislative Commit-

tee chair and past president Dee Burch testified in favor of 

the bill and underscored that “Cash flow is a critical issue 

for all contractors given the current state of the commercial 

construction industry.”  He also testified that SB 405 

“addresses the realities of cash flow in the industry and 

streamlines the process by establishing a hard and fast 5% 

retainage cap that everyone can understand and play by.”   

 

CMGC:  In 2011, there were multiple drastic and un-vetted 

proposals to radically change Oregon’s construction manger/

general contractor (CMGC) law. A post-session CMGC work 

group convened by state legislators held nearly a year’s worth 

of meetings that included specialty and general contractors 

(including heavy highway and building), trades and associates, 

and a large cross-section of public owners to discuss the vary-

ing perspectives and many intricacies of this alternative bid-

ding process. AGC members participating in the workgroup 

included: President Tom Gerding, Second Vice-President Lar-

ry Gescher, past president Scott Williams, and AGC members 

Carl Redman and Terry Shugrue. Co-chair of the work group, 

Jeremy Vermilyea, worked tirelessly to address the concerns 

contractors have regarding public agencies’ contractor selec-

tion process.   

     Senate Bill 254 is aimed at increasing the transparency and 

consistency of the bidding process for owners and contractors. 

In working toward greater transpar-

ency and consistency in the CMGC 

process, AGC President Tom Gerd-

ing testified that the work group 

“worked to make sure CMGC is used 

on appropriate projects, that the ap-

propriate contractor actually gets the 

project, and that the subcontractors 

that should be awarded the work are 

actually getting the work.” He testi-

fied multiple times in favor of the bill 

as “good for the industry and good 

public policy,” and, although not 

perfect, it represents a “very good 

first step” in clarifying the CMGC 

process.  

     After being amended multiple times to incorporate the legal 

language and expertise of Jeremy Vermilyea, SB 254 passed 

both the House and the Senate. The law now calls for all pub-

lic agencies to demonstrate that they have met a series of re-

quirements before granting exemptions from the competitive 

bidding process in favor of this alternative bidding process.   

Dee Burch 

AGC Legislative Committee Chair 

and Past President 

Tom Gerding 

2013 AGC President 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0400.dir/sb0405.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0200.dir/sb0254.en.pdf
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     The new Attorney General 

requirements for CMGC and spe-

cialty contractor selection pro-

cesses for all public agencies will 

become operative July 1, 2014. 

Between now and then, the De-

partment of Justice will be draft-

ing and adopting rules to imple-

ment this new law. 

 

Apprenticeship Utilization Re-

quirements:  In every legislative 

session since 2005, an aggressive 

apprenticeship utilization standard has been proposed. This ses-

sion was no different, with multiple bills proposing the estab-

lishment of an aggressive apprenticeship utilization requirement 

on public works. After seeing how damaging the bills could 

potentially be to the industry, AGC proposed its own industry-

friendly approach and requested the introduction of Senate Bill 

782. AGC President Tom Gerding and Government Affairs Di-

rector John Rakowitz testified multiple times on the subject. SB 

782 was our “defense bill” in response to another aggressive and 

damaging apprenticeship utilization requirement contained in 

House Bill 3115. HB 3115 proposed a penalty-driven system 

that would have established a minimum 10% apprenticeship 

requirement (without a limit) on public works projects, includ-

ing the Oregon University System, community colleges, and 

state capital construction projects costing $750,000 dollars or 

more. This bill also would have required subcontractors to indi-

vidually meet this standard for contracts over $750,000 and, in 

this way, included craft-specific requirements. Starting in 2015, 

HB 3115 would have increased the minimum apprenticeship 

requirement to 12.5%, and then to 15% in 2017. The bill also 

stated that the public agency could retain 25% of any amount 

the contractor earns on the job until the contractor filed a certi-

fied statement with the public agency documenting the appren-

ticeship hours on the job and, if the contractor failed to do so, 

the Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI) could fine up to 

$3,000 per violation. 

     AGC supported the idea of an interim taskforce due to the 

importance to our industry and complex implementation issues 

impacting the many segments of our industry in different ways. 

John Rakowitz testified that “AGC can only support an indus-

try and stakeholder-driven workgroup charged with three 

things: 1. determining the feasi-

bility of a broad apprenticeship 

utilization requirement, 2. evalu-

ating the two existing models 

(ODOT and Washington State), 

and 3. reviewing the fiscal im-

pacts to public agencies and the 

economic impacts to the industry 

itself.” SB 782 was signed into 

law and outlines the following 

charge for the taskforce: Four-

teen members will be appointed 

to the task force by the president 

of the Senate, Speaker 

of the House, and gov-

ernor to evaluate and 

make recommenda-

tions for apprenticeship utilization standards in Oregon. Four 

legislators, one from each party in the House and Senate, will 

lead this bi-partisan effort. 

Jeremy Vermilyea 

AGC Counsel to the Board 

John Rakowitz 

AGC Government Affairs Director 

Securing public investments 

Career Technical Education: AGC 

and the Oregon Home Builders As-

sociation worked closely together to 

dramatically expand the state’s in-

vestment in the industry’s future 

workforce through the Career and 

Technical Education Revitalization 

Grant Program that funds vocational 

education programs around the state. 

The 2011 Legislature first estab-

lished a $2 million grant fund for this 

purpose. 

      

    This session, Senate Bill 498 (sponsored by 87 members 

of the 2013 Oregon Legislature) increased the CTE Revitali-

zation Grant Program from $2 million to $7.5 million. AGC 

past president Andrew Beyer testified in favor of the bill stat-

ing that “This increase promises to result in a new wave of 

innovative partnerships and create long-term restorations of 

CTE programs statewide that will result in growing Oregon’s 

highly skilled workforce, attracting new businesses, and cre-

ating more high-wage jobs.” For any industry partner inter-

ested in competing for these grant funds, please visit the De-

partment of Education website. If you have additional ques-

tions. AGC board member Andrew Beyer sits on the Grant 

Advisory and Selection Committee. 

Andrew Beyer  

AGC Past President 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0700.dir/sb0782.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0700.dir/sb0782.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb3100.dir/hb3115.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0400.dir/sb0498.en.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/home/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/home/
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Oregon: On March 12, 2013, the governor signed one of the 

most anticipated bills of the session, House Bill 2800. This bill 

committed Oregon to funding its share of the Columbia River 

Crossing (CRC) project and authorized the state to issue $450 

million in bonds for this purpose. The bill requires certain condi-

tions to be met prior to issuing the bonds, including commit-

ments from the state of Washington and the United States De-

partment of Transportation (USDOT), approval of an investment 

grade analysis and financial plan from the Oregon state treasurer, 

and a general bridge permit issued by the US Coast Guard. The 

bill also included Buy America and apprenticeship requirements. 

AGC played a pivotal role in negotiating the public contracting 

section of the CRC bill and was a core member of the coalition 

that supported this bill’s passage. AGC President Tom Gerding 

and Government Affairs Director John Rakowitz testified in sup-

port of the bill in front of an audience of hundreds. Oregon’s 

authorization of the $450 million expires October 1, 2013.   

 

 

 

 

 

Washington: The 

primary focus of 

coordinated activity 

between AGC and 

our regional busi-

ness partners was 

the effort to secure 

State of Washington 

support for the 

CRC Project. 

After the Oregon 

Legislature passed HB 2800 in March, our attention turned to the 

Washington Legislature and the project immediately ran into sig-

nificant political problems. 

     The CRC project faced several issues from the start. One was a 

lack of clear support for the project from Clark County residents 

and elected officials. Another was the fact that the project’s fi-

nancing would have to come from an increased gas tax, which is 

never popular with legislators or voters. The project also struggled 

to survive because it was included in a large $10 billion “mega-

bill,” which would provide needed funding for various transporta-

tion improvement projects around the state of Washington. Final-

ly, the project never secured the strong and unified support from 

Clark County-area legislators and local elected officials needed to 

push funding through a budget- and tax-conscious legislature. 

     Despite strong efforts by new Washington Governor Jay Inslee 

and some legislators, the transportation funding bill that would 

have included CRC funds died on the last day of a second special 

legislative session. The project is now being shut down, and the 

governors of Oregon and Washington and their transportation 

teams will be meeting to decide what is next for the region’s 

transportation future. AGC is now actively engaged in the early 

discussions regarding the need for transportation funding revenues 

to support Oregon’s long-term transportation infrastructure. 

John Rakowitz and Tom Gerding preparing to testify  

in front of the I-5 Bridge Replacement Joint Committee  

February 11, 2013 

(Cont’d from page 3)  

 

Capital Construction Budget: AGC worked closely with the 

Oregon University System, community colleges, transportation 

advocates, and other stakeholders to secure substantial invest-

ments in capital construction that includes significant projects 

throughout the state for both building and highway contractors. 

Senate Bills 260, 273, and 5507 collectively include close to $1 

billion in bonded capital projects, with $513 million for higher 

education, including community colleges and the Oregon Uni-

versity System as well as $350 million for infrastructure invest-

ments and seismic rehabilitation.  

 

ConnectOregon: The legislature maintained the crucial Con-

nectOregon program despite severe bonding/budget constraints. 

The ConnectOregon program will continue to provide the nec-

essary funding for important multi-modal transportation projects 

throughout the state. House Bill 5008 allocates up to $42 mil-

lion in lottery bonds to ConnectOregon projects that include one 

or more of the following modes of transportation: air, marine, 

rail, public transit, bicycle, and pedestrian. 

Columbia River Crossing: 

Oregon and Washington: two different stories 

I-5 Bridge between OR and WA 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2800.dir/hb2800.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0200.dir/sb0260.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0200.dir/sb0273.a.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb5500.dir/sb5507.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb5000.dir/hb5008.en.pdf
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Paid Sick Leave: AGC joined a large business and industry 

coalition in opposing a statewide mandated sick leave as pro-

posed in House Bill 3390. AGC argued that Oregon’s con-

struction industry, in particular, is just starting to recover from 

a challenging and lengthy recession. This recession has left 

many small shops struggling to maintain their workforce and 

keep their doors open. Given the state of the industry, many of 

our smaller contractors would not have been able to absorb 

this additional mandate without making significant adjust-

ments, including potential employee terminations or, as a last 

resort, closing their doors. We anticipate this issue will be the 

focus of an interim discussion that the business community, 

including AGC, will be tracking and participating in as need-

ed.  

 

Exclusive Remedy for Workers’ Comp: AGC, in partnership 

with Associated Oregon Industries (AOI), led the way to the 

passage of Senate Bill 678. SB 678— which restores exclusive 

remedy workers’ comp protections for members of Limited Lia-

bility Companies (LLCs)— responds to the court of appeals’ 

decision relating to Cortez. Because of the court’s ruling in 

March 2012, LLC owners and members were not protected from 

liability under the current statute. The court of appeals’ decision 

to rule in favor of Cortez made it clear that the language needed 

to be very specific in ORS 656.018 as to who is afforded exclu-

sive remedy protections as an “employer.”   

     Due to the outcome of the Cortez case and the rise of LLCs, 

AGC’s ultimate goal during the ses-

sion was to identify appropriate lan-

guage that will cover the spectrum of 

modern corporate entities— which is 

contained in SB 678. AGC contract 

lobbyist Drew Hagedorn provided 

strong direction and testified that 

“The Cortez case exposed the lack of 

expressed protection for owners and 

members of LLCs. SB 678 puts in 

place the necessary language to cov-

er the spectrum of modern corporate 

entities while keeping true to the spirit of the law.” Exclusive 

remedy protections of workers’ compensation statutes will 

now be extended to partners, limited liability company mem-

bers, general partners, limited liability partners, and limited 

partners. 

Drew Hagedorn 

AGC Contract Lobbyist 

Establishing industry-sensitive regulations: 
Photo Radar and Low carbon fuel standard 

Photo Radar: The governor has signed into law House Bill 

2265 that allows photo radar to be used in construction zones. 

HB 2265 lifts the sunset on a program that permits the use of 

photo radar in highway work zones when highway workers are 

present or when the 

configuration of the 

roadway is temporar-

ily changed. AGC’s 

Highway Council 

Chair Brian Gray 

testified on May 16, 

2013 in front of the 

Senate Committee on 

Business and Trans-

portation on the im-

portance of passing 

this bill as a safety 

tool. He painted a 

picture for members of the committee by showing images of 

work zones on I-5, I-84, and Highway 30 at night. He de-

scribed “a typical job where one lane is open for traffic and the 

other lane is closed for paving, with approximately 12–14 feet 

of room to complete the job, and only 2–3 feet between workers 

and traffic.” He shared a personal story of his company, Knife 

River, which lost one of their traffic control supervisors last 

year on Highway 99 when he was hit by a car in the work zone. 

This story served as an example to the committee that 

“Construction signs, amber lights, and safety cones are not as 

effective as enforcement such as the presence of police cars or 

photo radar.” Gray urged the committee’s support of the bill as 

a means of improving safety for everyone in work zones. Be-

cause of this work, photo radar will now be available as an im-

portant safety tool for all construction workers in highway 

work zones.  

 
Brian Gray 

AGC Highway Council Chair 

Improving the business environment: 
Paid Sick Leave and Exclusive remedy for workers’ comp  

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb3300.dir/hb3390.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0600.dir/sb0678.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2200.dir/hb2265.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2200.dir/hb2265.en.pdf
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Low Carbon Fuel Standard: In 2009, the Oregon Legislature 

passed legislation authorizing the Department of Environmen-

tal Quality (DEQ) to study the effects of a Low Carbon Fuel 

Standard (LCFS) regulating Oregon’s entire fuel supply in an 

attempt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The 2009 law 

included a provision to “sunset” 

the LCFS in 2015 if DEQ was 

unable to develop a workable 

program. Senate Bill 488 would 

have immediately lifted the 2015 

sunset and allowed the imple-

mentation of this complex set of 

regulations. AGC was an active 

member of Oregonians for Sound 

Fuel Policy, a coalition of busi-

ness groups that opposed SB 488. 

AGC’s Executive Director Mike 

Salsgiver wrote an editorial for 

The Oregonian published July 5, 

2013 stating that AGC “has ad-

vocated for an incentive-based 

approach for emission reduction 

equipment, but believes that the LCFS is the wrong ap-

proach.”  

     AGC Board Member Ron Bennett testified in opposition to 

SB 488, emphasizing the detrimental 

effects that this complex set of regu-

lations would have on the industry. 

He noted that “While participating in 

an EPA Clean Diesel Pilot Project 

from 2005–2009 that used alternative 

fuels, my company’s engines burned 

more fuel and required more mainte-

nance, costing the company more 

money to run the equipment to com-

plete the same job.”   

     AGC’s goal is to minimize the 

environmental barriers to business 

opportunities and any environmental policies must be reasonable 

and achievable. Mike Salsgiver emphasized that “Our members 

are firmly committed to efforts that will effectively, sensibly re-

duce the environmental impacts resulting from transportation 

emissions.” He also stated that “Passing SB 488, implementing 

bad policy, and slamming companies around the state with an 

unworkable program will not help bring back jobs to our citi-

zens, and it will not help protect the environment.” AGC, as a 

member of Oregonians for Sound Fuel Policy, lobbied against 

this bill the entire session. Two days before the end of the six 

month session, the bill was defeated in the state Senate with 

fourteen Republicans and one Democrat voting against lifting 

the sunset that would have allowed this complex set of regula-

tions to be implemented. 

Ron Bennett 

AGC Board Member 

Defeated bills: 

Preferences, Prevailing Wage Expansion, and Responsible Bidder Reqs 

Preference Bills:  The desire to use public works to give an 

advantage to Oregon products and labor produced a large num-

ber of bills designed to require preferences of one type or anoth-

er. They included a handful of “Buy America” and “Buy Local” 

bills, including Senate Bill 785, House Bill 2402, and House 

Bill 3473. Government Affairs Director John Rakowitz orga-

nized a broad coalition, which included impacted public own-

ers, to defeat these bills. He testified against HB 3473 citing its 

potential to “increase cost up to 25% on every single manufac-

tured good used on public works in Oregon on projects above 

$50,000.” He emphasized that the only way a requirement such 

as the one proposed in HB 3473 could be implemented would 

be for “contractors to certify as “American Made” every single 

manufactured product used in their jobs. This would create a 

host of problems, including bid protests that lead to project 

delays on the front-end and delayed payments on the back-end.” 

Similar federal bills and initiatives have demonstrated this con-

cept has unintended consequences. All of the preference bills 

were defeated.  

Prevailing Wage Expansion: Multiple bills were introduced 

regarding the expansion of prevailing wage to private works. 

Government Affairs Director John Rakowitz testified against 

these bills stating “This issue is not about union versus open 

shops. Rather, it reverses what has been a long-standing policy 

in the state of Oregon that draws a clear line between public 

works and private. The passing of these bills would muddy that 

line by redefining public works in our state.” AGC and our pub-

lic owner partners defeated these multiple attempts to expand 

prevailing wage requirements proposed in House Bill 2675 and 

House Bill 2677 as well as Senate Bill 243. 

 

Responsible Bidder Requirements:  House Bill 2127 pro-

posed adding an additional responsible bidder requirement that 

would have required documented health insurance coverage for 

all employees for the past two years was successfully defeated. 

AGC worked to defeat this bill with other industry associates 

including the Associated Building Contractors and Independent 

Electrical Contractors. 

Mike Salsgiver 

AGC Executive Director 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0400.dir/sb0488.intro.pdf
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2013/07/senate_bill_488_on_clean_fuels.html#incart_river
http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2013/07/senate_bill_488_on_clean_fuels.html#incart_river
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0700.dir/sb0785.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2400.dir/hb2402.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb3400.dir/hb3473.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb3400.dir/hb3473.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2600.dir/hb2675.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2600.dir/hb2677.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/sb0200.dir/sb0243.intro.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2100.dir/hb2127.intro.pdf
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Surprise bills: 
Tax Compliance and aggregate Mining 

Tax Compliance: One unanticipated bill that would require 

every individual engaged in business that paid for construction 

services to report that payment to the Department of Revenue 

became a hot issue late in the session. AGC, in partnership 

with the Oregon Home Builders Association, opposed this bill 

and the targeting of our industry in this way. In a public letter 

to the House and Senate, AGC and HBA stated that House Bill 

2464 would disproportionately burden small companies and, in 

particular, target our industry for additional tax compliance 

requirements by establishing penalties for non-filings of 1099s. 

Overall, AGC and HBA saw this bill as an expensive, cumber-

some, and inefficient attempt to go after the so-called 

“underreporting of income in the construction industry.” AGC 

and HBA were successful in amending the bill before it was 

passed in a way that eliminated the additional construction tax 

requirements. 

 

Aggregate Mining: House Bill 2202 would have required 

applicants for mining permits on sites in the Willamette Valley 

that contain as little as five acres of “high value” farmland to 

demonstrate that there is no other feasible alternative to a pro-

posed mine site on the land. At the request of the Oregon Con-

crete and Aggregate Producers Association (OCAPA), AGC 

actively opposed this bill in its original form as it would have 

driven up the costs of aggregate materials vital to our industry. 

The bill would have restricted the 70% of the concrete aggre-

gate produced in the state and relocated the industry away from 

markets— a move that would have increased costs to consum-

ers such as the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), 

local governments, and home builders. The final approved bill 

puts into law the economic value and necessity of aggregate 

material to the state of Oregon and requires mining companies 

to demonstrate that ability to mine the permitted deposit.   

AGC’s legislative committee forum Develops Core policies 

     AGC’s Government Affairs Team utilizes and relies on 

the core policies developed by AGC’s Legislative Commit-

tee Forum. The Legislative Committee Forum discusses 

significant industry issues and proposes and recommends 

core policies to the Board of Directors for review and ap-

proval. This forum is open to any AGC member interested 

in participating in shaping the chapter’s core policy posi-

tions and includes representation across all segments of our 

membership. The Legislative Committee Forum is led by 

Chair Dee Burch of Advanced American Construction, and 

Vice-Chair Tom Gerding of Gerding Builders, LLC. 

 

 

AGC’s Core Policy Issue Positions include: 

 

 Preserve and advocate public infrastructure investments 

 Advocate and support workforce development invest-

ments 

 Preserve and advocate competitive public works contract-

ing laws 

 Advocate improved business and tax/climate policies 

 Advocate industry sensitive environmental regulations 

 Preserve and support industry standards and practices  

Caterpillar equipment on a mining jobsite 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2400.dir/hb2464.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2400.dir/hb2464.en.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/13reg/measpdf/hb2200.dir/hb2202.en.pdf
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     In recent years, Oregon’s legislature has turned into a 

full-time institution. It is for this reason that interim discus-

sions have already begun and deadlines have been set for 

proposed new laws to be considered for the next short ses-

sion scheduled to take place in February 2014. Issues criti-

cal to our industry and our membership that will likely be 

considered in the 2014 short session include: 

 

 Apprenticeship utilization requirements  

 Statewide mandated paid sick leave 

 Buy America preferences on public works  

 Small business/minority/women public contracting 

opportunities  
Oregon State Capitol Building 

Salem, OR 


