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 SECTION  2.  (1) The Public Infrastructure Commission is established, consisting of 

13 members appointed as follows: 

 (a) The Governor shall appoint six members as follows: 

 (A) One member with significant public infrastructure financing expertise; 

 (B) One member with significant expertise in the investment of private capital in 

infrastructure; 

 (C) One member who is a nationally recognized expert in public-private 

partnerships; 

 (D) One member who represents a city, county, port or special district; 

 (E) One member who is an employee of a state contracting agency; 

 (F) One member from a firm licensed as a general contractor in Oregon who has 

significant executive-level experience in the construction industry working on public 

projects; 

 (G) One member with experience managing public pension funds; 

 (b) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, by 

mutual agreement, shall appoint five members as follows: 

 (A) One member from the Senate and one member from the House of Representatives 

not of the same party; 

 (B) One member representing the professional construction services industry who is 

registered in Oregon as either an architect or engineer; 

 (C) One member representing an Oregon-licensed contractor that has performed 

public contracts for mechanical systems for a public agency in this state; 

 (D) One member representing a construction trade labor organization; and 

 (E) One member representing a maintenance workers’ labor organization. 

 (2)  The Public Infrastructure Funding Commission shall: 

 (a) Identify Oregon’s public infrastructure funding needs. 

 (b) Review and examine the tools now available to close the gap in funding for public 

infrastructure projects in Oregon. 

 (c) Research and evaluate a variety of innovative financing and procurement models 

that could be used to deliver public infrastructure projects in Oregon. 

 (d) Determine the existence of any legal impediments to public-private 

partnershipsinnovative financing and procurement models for public infrastructure 

projects. 

 (e)  Determine the impacts of innovative financing and procurement models on 

community and economic impacts of projects, including applicability of prevailing wage, 

worker compensation and benefits, and rights to representation and organizing. 

 (e) Serve as an entity that will receive reports from the Treasurer at every stage of 

project, including, but not limited to, project screen, business case analysis and procurement, 

on one or more pilot projects that are: 

 (A) Suitable, under existing public contracting laws or exemptions from those laws, 

for testing new methods of delivering infrastructure projects [REF statute: 279c.335 (2) (c); 

and 
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 (B) Likely to generate higher value for public dollars, measured over the project’s life 

cycle, by using methods other than design-build, design-bid-build or construction 

management-general contractor methods. 

 (3) The commission may consult with experts, hear testimony and otherwise collect 

data and information necessary to carry out the duties of the commission. 

 (4) A majority of the members of the commission constitutes a quorum for the 

transaction of business. 

 (5) Official action by the commission requires the approval of a majority of the 

members of the commission. 

 (6) If there is a vacancy for any cause, the appointing authority shall make an 

appointment to become immediately effective. 

 (7) The commission shall meet at times and places specified by the call of the co-chairs 

or of a majority of the members of the commission. 

 (8) Members of the commission who are members of the Legislative Assembly shall 

receive compensation and expenses as provided in ORS 171.072. 

 (9) The commission may adopt rules necessary for the operation of the commission. 

 (10) The commission shall submit a report in the manner provided in ORS 192.245, 

and may include recommendations for legislation, to an interim committee of the Legislative 

Assembly related to public infrastructure no later than November 21, 2014. 

 (11) All agencies of state government, as defined in ORS 174.111, are directed to assist 

the commission in the performance of its duties and, to the extent permitted by laws relating 

to confidentiality, to furnish such information and advice as the members of the commission 

consider necessary to perform their duties. 

 SECTION 3. (1)(a) A unit of government intending to undertaking e a public 

infrastructure project described in paragraph (b) of this subsection and preparing an 

application for state funding for the project must submit a description of the proposed 

project to the State Treasurer. 

 (b)(A) This section applies to a public infrastructure project with estimated total 

capital expenditures of greater than $50 million, of which at least $20 million consists of 

funds awarded directly by a state agency or the Legislative Assembly, or both, to the unit of 

government specifically for the project. 

 (B) The $20 million of funds described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph does 

not include any amounts of state shared revenues or funds received from the federal 

government and distributed to the unit of government. 

 (2)(a) The state treasurer or a designee shall screen the proposed project at an early 

stage of planning. The information requirements below may be met by use of industry 

standards and data for the asset class of the project, project historical data, and the owner's 

studies and reports about the project available at the time of the screen. In no event shall 

project owners be required create new technical data not already developed at the time of 

the screen.  The State Treasurer or a designee shall screen the proposed project for the 

following characteristics to determine whether the project would benefit from private capital 

and innovative procurement methods: 

 (A) Whether faster procurement and delivery would provide a material benefit; 

 (B) Whether there are legal impediments for any method; 
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 (C) The total estimated construction budget; 

 (D) Life-cycle maintenance costs as a percentage of total construction costs; 

 (E) Performance Rrisks that make transfer of risk to the private sector desirable;  

(F) Whether the risks and the monetary value of the risk transfer can be adequately 

analyzed and efficiently priced; 

 (G) The equipment, structural, or systems EQUIPMENT, STRUCTURAL, AND 

SYSTEMS replacement and maintenance contemplated in the term of agreement; 

;  IS THIS CONFUSING, ABOUT WHETHER “CAPITAL” MEANS REPLACEMENT OF 

FINANCING?  CHANGED TO EQUIPMENT AND SYSTMES 

 (H) Whether the project specifications for output and performance can be specified 

well enough to create enforceable performance-based contracts; and 

 (I) Whether the unit of government will remain in ownership and control of the 

infrastructure; .and 

 (G)  Whether an other alternative contracting method would add more value to the 

public. 

 (b) The State Treasurer may establish a fee payable by the unit of government in an 

amount not greater than the actual cost incurred by INCURRED BY the State Treasurer or 

a designee of performing the screening.   

KW NOTE:  IF THIS IS CONTRACTED OUT TO PSHIPS BC, WE CAN’T EXPECT 

THEM TO DO IT FOR THEIR COST ONLY. 

 (c)(A) The screening must be completed within 30 days after the State Treasurer 

receives from the unit of government the description of the project, including sufficient 

information for the determination under paragraph (a) of this subsection.   

  

(B) The State Treasurer shall submit a copy of the determination to the Public 

Infrastructure Commission established under section 2 of this 2014 Act. 

 (3) This section does not apply to a public infrastructure project: 

 (a) Undertaken by a unit of government in response to a public health or safety 

emergency. 

 (b) That has been screened prior to the effective date of this Act PRIOR TO THE 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS aCT for the characteristics described in subsection (2) of this 

section by the Oregon Department of Administrative Services or Partnerships British 

Columbia. 

 (c) If the unit of government “applied for” any of the $20 million of funds described 

in subsection (1)(b)(B) of this section on or before the effective date of this 2014 Act. 

 (3) A project that is procured pursuant to an exemption from bidding requirements 

under ORS 279C.335 is not exempt from other applicable public works requirements under 

ORS 279C.800 through 279C.870.  

 SECTION 4.  (1) The Oregon Public Infrastructure Fund is established in the State 

Treasury, separate and distinct from the General Fund. The Oregon Public Infrastructure 

Fund consists of moneys collected or received as follows: 

 (a) Amounts appropriated or otherwise transferred to the fund by the Legislative 

Assembly; 

 (b) Amounts donated to the fund by public and or private parties, including grants; 
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 (c) Investment earnings received on moneys in the fund. 

 (2) The moneys in the Oregon Public Infrastructure Fund are continuously 

appropriated to the State Treasurer for the purposes of section 3 of this 2014 Act. 

 SECTION 5. (1) Sections 2 and 3 of this 2014 Act are repealed on January 2, 2016. 

 (2)(a) Section 4 of this 2014 Act is repealed on January 2, 2016. 

 (b) Any balance in the Oregon Public Infrastructure Fund that is unexpended and 

unobligated on January 2, 2016, shall revert to the General Fund and be available for general 

governmental expenses. 

 

 

BUDGET: 

 

$480k total ask 

 Staff at the Treasurer’s office to staff the Commission; 

 $75 – 100k for research capacity, including, but not limited to: 

 Analysis of the Oregon infrastructure gap, 

 Analysis of public-private partnership models that may add value to 

Oregon; 

 Analysis of which public-private partnership models work well for 

separate and distinct asset classes; 

 Staff at the Treasurer’s Office to screen potential new projects; and 

 Money to provide assistance to pilot project owners. 
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